resisting the abnormal loads if they are to function effectively
as supports while the rest of the wall becomes ineffective.
Therefore, in the design of these elements, the method of
"local resistance" must be incorporated.    In lieu of a probabil-
istic determination of loading intensity a static loading of 5
psi (based on a gas service system explosion*88') is suggested
as a minimum design loading for these elements.

Z.3.3.-3   Damage In Floor/Roof Panels

Floor/roof panels, or plank, are secondary load-transfer ele-
ments as they support only their own weight and superimposed
loads.   Their role with regard to overall stability, of bracing
the walls against buckling, is less critical  than the function
of the primary load-bearing wall elements.    Nevertheless, the
damage to slab elements and the consequence of that damage
must be assessed and controlled.

Slab systems typically consist of side-by-side members (planks)
up to 8 ft. wide.   As a result, full continuity of the system
perpendicular to the span is interrupted at each joint.    It is
reasonable to assume, therefore, that in case of an abnormal
loading, only a few floor/roof planks would become ineffective
for a full span length.    As the slab consists of individual
planks, there is limited tendency for the failure to spread
beyond the planks affected by the abnormal  loading.    For slab
elements, "ineffective" suggests that they are physically
damaged and substantially weakened, and no longer capable of
providing lateral support of wall units or of participating in
the required diaphragm action.   However, they are still  strung
together and capable of supporting, at least in part, their
own dead loads within their original spans.

A more critical condition for slab panels occurs when they
lose their stability due to partial loss of one of their end
supports, i.e., a wall panel.    The loss of such support would
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